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27th April 2011  
 
Kerry McCarthy MP 
House of Commons 
London 
SW1A 0AA 
 
Sent via email to: kerry.mccarthy.mp@parliament.uk 
 
 
Dear Ms McCarthy, 
 
The 2011 Grand National and Racehorse Welfare  
 
I wanted to write to you regarding the welfare of racehorses at the Grand National following widespread media 
comment – particularly given your longstanding interest in animal welfare and the Written Question on racehorse 
welfare that you have recently tabled in the House of Commons. Everyone involved in Racing was deeply saddened 
by the accidents which led to the death of two horses – Ornais and Dooney’s Gate – during the race this year on 9th 
April, and I wanted to take this opportunity to provide some information on what action the British Horseracing 
Authority (BHA), which regulates Racing in Britain, is taking on these issues, and emphasise our on- going 
commitment to the highest standards of welfare. 
 
TV viewers and the record crowds present at Aintree will have seen several welfare measures in action at this year’s 
race. For the first time, two fences were bypassed to minimise the risk of further accidents, and run-outs were 
introduced so that those horses that had lost their riders could run around fences rather than jump them.  This 
bypass did also have the effect of clearly showing the equine casualties. Viewers will also have seen the winning 
jockey, Jason Maguire, dismount Ballabriggs after the race and his horse cooled with water. This was because due 
to the unseasonably warm weather, all jockeys had been told to dismount as soon as the race was over in order to 
allow handlers and vets to get water to the horses to prevent over-heating. This was actually as preventative 
measure in place for all horses, not just the winner, rather than treatment of a ‘dehydrated horse’ as reported. In 
addition, Mr Maguire has been banned for five days for exceeding the strict limits which the BHA places on the 
number of times a jockey can use his whip. I would stress this was a penalty for misuse, and not for any abuse with 
the potential to affect horse welfare.  
 
Following this year’s Grand National the BHA will be conducting, with racecourses and animal welfare groups such 
as the RSPCA, SSPCA and WHW, an in-depth review into racehorse safety and welfare, and looking at a number of 
areas including continuing to improve course safety (which has been a key focus in recent years). Since last year we 
have been conducting a review of the use of whips to ensure we have the right balance between appropriate use of 
the whip and stopping unacceptable use.  
 
Racing is a sport with risk, and the Grand National is both a major sporting event and the most challenging horse 
race in Britain, carrying higher risks. Horseracing is open and transparent about this risk and works hard to reduce it. 
We are however concerned that any change do not inadvertently introduce other risks, for example by increasing 
rather that decreasing the speed of the race. Those who take part in Racing care deeply for their horses, and it's 
clear that this is something which is shared by the British public as a whole. Should you, or any of your constituents 
in Bristol East, have any further questions about racehorse welfare or the Grand National, please do not hesitate to 
contact me and we would be more than happy to provide further information.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Professor Tim Morris  
Director, Equine Science and Welfare 
 


